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News and Events 
Questions Answered 
This week, students, faculty, and staff had the opportunity to learn 
more about new initiatives at GSU, have their questions answered, 
make suggestions, and voice concerns at open meetings with university 
administrators.  
 
Students joined Dr. Elaine P. Maimon for a Chat with the President on 
Tuesday. Faculty and staff attended a Town Hall meeting with the administration on 
Wednesday. Members of the GSU community asked questions on a variety of topics at each 
event. Topics discussed included the proposal to turn GSU into a four-year institution, 
implementation of the new Datatel system, improvements to student services, and the E and 
F wing reconstruction project. 
 
2011-2012 Holiday Schedule 
Please take a moment to review the attached memo from Dr. Gebe Ejigu, Executive Vice President/Chief of 
Staff, regarding the 2011-2012 GSU Holiday Schedule. 
 
Download 2011-2012 Holiday Schedule. 
 
Closest to the Pin 
Attention all hackers, duffers, sandbaggers, and mulligans. A Closest to the Pin contest has been added to 
Friday’s GSU Faculty and Staff Picnic. 
 
For $1 a ball, you can show off your short-game skill at “links” behind the Center for Performing Arts. You can 
bring your own short iron or use one supplied by the university. 
 
Two rounds – from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., and from 1 to 2 p.m. – are scheduled. Winners of each Closest 
to the Pin round will receive two tickets to any 2011-2012 production at the Center for Performing Arts. 
 
Golfers can also compete for a Hole in One grand prize. The first person to put the ball in the cup from the tee 
wins two tickets for golf, cart, snacks, dinner, and prizes at the Second Annual Dave Drechsel Golf Tournament 
on September 25 at University Park Golf Club. 
 
Half of Closest to the Pin proceeds will go to the GSU Promise and the other half will help offset picnic costs. 
 
The GSU Faculty and Staff Picnic takes place from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday. 
 
 
 
 
 
Weight Watchers Sign-up 
There’s still time to sign up for Weight Watchers at GSU. The fall program is tentatively scheduled to begin on 
Tuesday, September 20. 
 
For further information or to sign up, contact Ayita Woods at 708.235.7470. 
  
Students in Service Opportunities 
The Students in Service Program at GSU is again offering students the opportunity to learn while serving their 
community and earning a $1,175 education award. 
 
Students in Service, in collaboration with Illinois Campus Compact (ILCC) and AmeriCorps, encourage and 
support college and university students to provide valuable service in their communities. SIS members make a 
difference in their communities, gain valuable civic and workforce skills, and upon completion of their term of 
service, earn an education award. 
 
Participating students are committed to 300 hours of volunteer work, specifically working with underserved 
communities. Upon completion they receive the $1,175 award. 
 
Learn more about this educational service opportunity at an information session on Thursday, September 22, 
at 4 p.m., in the Hall of Honors. Applications for the 2011-2012 Students in Service Program will be distributed 
at the meeting. 
 
Hispanic Heritage Month 2011 
Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15 through October 15) will be celebrated at GSU with fun, informative, and 
tasty events. 
 
Everyone can participate in Did You Know? Test Your Knowledge of Hispanic History and Culture. Check out how 
much you know. Forms may be picked-up at Student Central or Student Life beginning Thursday, September 15. 
First Fact – The start date of Hispanic Heritage Month was chosen because it is Independence Days of Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Guatemala. Mexico and Chile celebrate their Independence Days on September 
16 and 18. 
 
GSU art student Luis Sahagun will exhibit his artwork will in the library. 
 
The Association of Latin American Students (ALAS) will sell tamales on September 22, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., in 
the Hall of Governors. 
 
Additional events sponsored by ALAS include a performance by Capoeira, taco sales, and Taste of Latin America. 
Dates, times, and locations will be announced. 
 
GSU and SSMMA in Web Access Partnership 
GSU and the South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association (SSMMA) are 
pleased to help promote a special educational opportunity for families in the south 
suburban region. Through Internet Essentials, a special program sponsored by 
Comcast, families are able to receive fast Internet access and a computer for greatly 
reduced costs. 
 
Internet Essentials offers Internet access for $9.95 monthly and an opportunity to purchase a computer for 
$150 to households that have a child eligible for free lunch under the Federal Free Lunch Program. As part of 
this initiative, Comcast also offers free Internet training. 
 GSU and SSMMA have partnered to help get the word out to school districts in the region. Dr. Deborah 
Bordelon, Dean of the College of Education; Alicia McCray, Director of MILE, GSU College of Education; and Ed 
Paesel, Executive Director, South Suburban Mayors and Managers, met recently with Yohan Fernando, Senior 
Manager of Government and Community Affairs, Comcast; and Lisa Ouzianian, Director of Government and 
Community Affairs, Comcast, to discuss how best to promote the program. 
 
“Access to the world of information available on the Internet and to the improved lines of communication that 
Internet services offer are vital components in today’s society and a very useful and effective educational tool,” 
said Dr. Bordelon. “We are pleased to help inform area educators, students, and parents about this valuable 
opportunity.” 
 
For more information on the program, call 708.237.3229. 
 
Job Hunt is On 
Getting a job is hard. The GSU Office of Career Services is sponsoring a series of job and internship fairs to 
help current students, recent graduates, alumni and members of the community find employment. 
 
The first job fair is for people interested in for careers in business, communication, and public and business 
administration. In addition to employment opportunities, the fair will also include internship opportunities. 
 
The 2011 Business/Administration/Communications Career and Internship Fair will be held on Thursday, 
October 13, from 3 to 6 p.m., in the Hall of Governors. 
 
Current students, alumni, and community members are invited to attend. Potential employers are also invited 
to register as participants. This is an opportunity to match jobs and internship positions with qualified 
personnel. 
 
This event is free and open to the public. For more information or to register, call 708.235.3974. 
  
Ailey II Lecture and Performance 
The Center for Performing Arts is offering two very special opportunities to understand and 
enjoy the world of dance. 
 
The Ailey II Dance Company will perform Generations at the CPA on Friday, October 28, at 
8 p.m. The show explores the company’s past, present, and future with dances from each 
period. This long-celebrated dance company combines the hottest young talent with the 
creative vision of today’s most outstanding choreographers. Tickets are available at the CPA 
box office or www.centertickets.net. 
 
A free, special lecture and demonstration by Ailey II Dance Company members will be held 
on Thursday, October 27, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. The presentation includes excerpts of 
repertory, onstage audience participation, introduction to the dancers, and a Q and A session. This event is 
open to the public and sponsored by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council. 
 
To make a reservation for the free presentation, contact Burt Dikelsky at 708.235.2238. 
 
Meditation Sessions Fall 2011 
Develop your ability to meditate during free meditation sessions, offered on campus throughout the semester 
to help students, faculty, and staff bring a sense of peace to their lives. Research shows that meditation helps 
reduce stress, anxiety, and depression, and increase creativity. 
 
• Mondays, from 2:30 to 3:15 p.m., in room C3380, with Dave O’Donnell 
• Tuesdays, from 3 to 4 p.m., in room C3380, with Barb Gormely 
• Thursdays, from 8:30 to 9:20 a.m., in room D34160, with Tim Pedigo 
• Thursdays, from 3:30 to 4:20 p.m., in room C3380, with Maristella Zell 
 All sessions are free. Everyone is welcome. 
  
Scholarship Spotlight – Chengting Li 
Chengting Li of Park Forest received the Wilbur L. Morrison Endowed Scholarship. Chengting is a 
graduate student in the College of Business and Public Administration, working toward an MBA 
degree in Accounting. 
 
Chengting is also a foreign exchange student from China. Her long-term goal is to own her own 
company. 
  
E-Mail Signature Logo 
Faculty and staff can now personalize their e-mail signatures with the new GSU logo. 
The new logo is available in various sizes and formats – including an e-mail 
signature version – at the Office of Public Affairs website under Downloads. Also 
available under Downloads are new PowerPoint designs and desktop backgrounds, which incorporate the new 
look. 
 
The Office of Public Affairs is available to answer questions and provide assistance with a variety of 
communication services. For more information about the services and assistance of the Office of Public Affairs, 
visit our website. The university community is reminded that any use of the university name or logo must be 
approved by the Office of Public Affairs. For more information, contact Eric Matanyi, Lindsay Gladstone, or Tom 
Houlihan. 
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